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Discussions With Prime Minister Blair of
the United Kingdom

Mr. Al-Rashed. Did you promise Blair
anything about the roadmap? Because
there’s a story yesterday about it.

The President. What do you mean, prom-
ise him anything?

Mr. Al-Rashed. Prime Minister Blair,
about the roadmap. There was a story yes-
terday that came out—to be activated or
some

The President. We haven’t talked about
the roadmap. I mean, we talk about the
Middle East all the time, but he hasn’t
said—I'm not sure what youre referring
to. It seems like a lot of things are printed
in the newspapers here. [Laughter] Not
yours.

Mr. Al-Rashed. Can I just have your sig-
nature here, please?

The President. T'd love to. Thank you.
Thanks for the interview.

M. Al-Rashed. Thank you.

The President. And what you need to
do is get stationed in America again.
[Laughter]

NoTE: The interview began at 2:50 p.m. on
November 19 at the American Embassy. The
transcript was released by the Office of the
Press Secretary on November 21. In his re-
marks, the President referred to L. Paul
Bremer III, Presidential Envoy to Irag; Gen.
John P. Abizaid, USA, combatant com-
mander, U.S. Central Command; former
President Saddam Hussein of Irag; Uday and
Qusay Hussein, sons of former President
Hussein, who were killed July 22 by U.S.
military forces in Mosul, Iraq; former Prime
Minister Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) and
Prime Minister Ahmed Korei of the Pales-
tinian Authority; Crown Prince Abdullah of
Saudi Arabia; and President Bashar al-Asad
of Syria. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this interview.

Exchange With Reporters at Sedgefield Community College in Sedgefield,

United Kingdom
November 21, 2003

Terrorist Attacks in Turkey

President Bush. It was a sad day yester-
day, but it'’s a day that reminds us all that
we've got a job to do; that is to defeat
terror.

Q. What did you tell Erdogan, sir?

President Bush. What?

Q. What did you tell the Turkish leader?

President Bush. 1 told him our prayers
are with his people. I told him that we
will work with him to defeat terror and
that the terrorists have decided to use Tur-
key as a front.

Q. [Inaudible]—specific aid, like sending
FBI agents or investigators?

President Bush. You'll see as time goes
on. Both countries want to help. Obviously,
we need to share intelligence. The best way

to defeat Al-Qaida-type killers is to share
intelligence and then work with local au-
thorities to hunt these killers down.

Great Britain has got a fantastic intel-
ligence service, and we've got a good one
as well. And we want to work with coun-
tries like Turkey to anticipate and to find
killers.

War on Terror

Q. Is Turkey a new front in this war
on terror?

President Bush. It sure is, two major ex-
plosions. And Iraq is a front. Turkey is a
front. Anywhere where the terrorists think
they can strike is a front.
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Q. [Inaudible]—Turkish officials wanted
to go and strike Al Qaida in perhaps an-
other country or another site?

President Bush. We'll work with any
country willing to fight off terror, just like
Great Britain. This country is fortunate to
have a Prime Minister who is clear-sighted
about the threats of the 21st century, and
America is lucky to have a friend as strong
as Tony Blair.

The Press

Q. Do you like having all these press
around you?

President Bush. Do I like having all the
press around me? Let me see here.
[Laughter] Now, who has the final—let me
ask, who has the final word, I wonder, me

or the press? I love the press around me.
Just take a look at this lot. Take, for exam-
ple, Scott [Scott Lindlaw, Associated Press].

He thinks he’s a fine runner—until he
came out to the ranch—mnever mind.
[Laughter]

Prime Minister Blair. T tell you the
truth a bit later, okay? [Laughter]

President Bush. Yes, we like the press.
A vibrant society is a society with a free
press.

Thank you all.

NoOTE: The exchange began at 2:22 p.m. at
the All-Weather Pitch. During the exchange,
the President referred to Prime Minister
Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey.

Remarks With Prime Minister Blair at Sedgefield Community College and
an Exchange With Reporters in Sedgefield

November 21, 2003

Prime Minister Blair. T'd just like to say,
first of all, how delighted we both are to
be at Sedgefield School here, and how
wonderful the welcome has been from all
the teachers and pupils, and what a mag-
nificent job of work they do here. I also
want to express my real pride that the
President of the United States of America
is here in my constituency and in the
northeast of England. And everyone is real-
ly thrilled to see him here and delighted
at the honor his presence here does us.

The last 2 or 3 days have been an inter-
esting time, I think, to reflect. It's been
a time when—with some fairly tragic things
going on in the world. It’s been an oppor-
tunity for us to reflect and know that
amongst the tragedy, the alliance between
Great Britain—between the United States
of America is an alliance that is strong and
enduring, of immense importance to our
two countries. And we've got to continue
that alliance now.
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And these terrible attacks that happen,
the terrorism that we see, the destruction,
the intent to take innocent life that we
see around us in our world today should
make us just all the more determined to
do what we need to do to restore order
and justice, to bring peace and freedom
and democracy to people all over the
world.

It's been a fantastic opportunity these
last few days just to—as I say, to think
about this relationship between Britain and
the United States, to reflect on its history,
to assess the strength of it today, and to
use that strength for a better future for
our two countries but also for the wider
world.

Mr. President, George, you and the First
Lady, Laura, have been really welcome
here in the northeast. And as I say, it’s
been a fantastic day for people here, and
we can't tell you how delighted we are
to see you.
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